
Purpose/ Objective
The overall goal of the project was to make a positive impact within the
target communities both in promoting literacy learning and community
support. The first milestone of the cradle-to-career strategy was meant to
ensure that children are school-ready through a literacy lens. This is
intended to provide the children with an opportunity at a better start to
their education that they may not other have. The team at St. Clair
College, along with United Way-ProsperUs Windsor-Essex provided a
community program that addressed both literacy needs for target
neighborhoods and build more connections between families and
Windsor’s community supports and resources.

Project Overview
The literature review of the project outlines that there is a high
correlation between poverty and literacy levels as 46% of adult Canadians
in the lowest literacy levels live in low-income households. Children from
low-income households struggle with literacy more than their higher
income counterparts. From the previous research, the research team
decided to implement the One-Thousand Books Before Kindergarten
program. This is a free literacy program targeted at children under six
years of age. This program was designed to build a positive attitude
towards reading as well as build rapport with librarians and increase
library usage.

Results
 Overall, the project has demonstrated a connection to children’s engagement and literacy
development to reading as well as parent’s comfort in supporting this process. However, the
project suggests that the fundamental positive outcome is the increased literacy engagement
through local libraries and engaging families in literacy supportive activities. This can be achieved
by aligning library workshops to meet the needs of families as well as providing accessibility such
as online options and preferential times. The 1BBK program provided families an opportunity to
engage in literacy activities at home as well as within the community.  

Teams
United Way Windsor-Essex County: works to help build up communities to achieve their
potential local low income communities in the Windsor-Essex County region.
ProsperUs: is a collective non-profit business with shared individuals who share a vision of a
prosperous where every young person has an opportunity to success in a future career. 
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AT A GLANCE
Over the course of three
years, the research team 6
Researchers focusing on
utilizing Bronfenbrenner’s
Ecological Systems Theory
as the primary
methodology. 
Additionally, 12 Student
Researchers supported the
literature review, focus
groups, and pre/ post
program survey analysis.
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